A Special Thank You
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We believe that every child deserves a
community that believes in them.

THANK YOU for being a part of
our COMMUNITY.
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Because of you, thousands of students, like
Gerardo, are inspired to stay in school every day.
Poem by Gerardo Stanley.
I am the one with the stakeboard, the bruised one
I come from where they’d ask me:
		
“Did you do your homework?” with a touch of urgency.
I am the one on my street who had a hen and a kitten as pets.
I come from a happy family, with good morals and ethics, and very vocal.
I come from the place where, when I heard the school bell
I would run over to make sure I wasn’t left outside.
From where I saw kids play every day.
I come from the place where eating bean soup with rice is a delicacy.
Where a single coin is everything, when you don’t have anything.
I shout out to the world that:
		
“Under a sheet-metal roof,
		
notebooks in my backpack,
		
the sweat of my parents
		
and my effort – I am as worthy as everyone else.”
The struggle of my parents and mine, will ensure I overcome,
rewarding and thanking
the sweat,
blood,
		
and tears shed for me.
And I would keep my story in the water,
So being remembered would be a necessity
and the effort and childhood valued in each sip.
Gerardo is a 17-year-old student that recently graduated from one of Glasswing’s Community Schools. Having
participated in our programs for five years and discovering a passion for programming, he’s a first-generation
high-school graduate. Gerardo is also a national robotics champion, and was just accepted into college to study
computer engineering – a career that, as a child, he never even knew existed.
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We work in LATIN AMERICA, THE CARIBBEAN
and NEW YORK CITY.
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We work to BUILD COMMUNITY.
Central America faces a combination of challenges that include chronic poverty, social and economic exclusion,
gender inequality, and a lack of educational and employment opportunities, coupled with extreme levels of violence,
social injustice, forced internal displacement, and irregular migration. Latin America is home to just 8% of the world
population, but 33% of its homicides and widespread exposure to chronic and acute violence has led to high rates of
trauma, perpetuating violence. This is worsened by weak governance, under-resourced and low-quality public services,
and a lack of inter-institutional coordination. In this type of environment, in which violence permeates society, the
result is a fragile social fabric that translates into further entrenchment of mistrust and isolation.
In response to this, we focus on Community Schools, tramsforming public schools into centers of community. We
expand the school day with learning and recreational opportunities to ensure kids are off the streets and engaged in
safe activities that: promote positive youth development; foster the variety and quality of learning; improve adademic
outcomes and conduct; equip students with core social and emotional skills and competencies; provide mental
health care, and a strong social network and support system; cultivate a greater sense of agency and empowerment
among students and community members; reduce absenteeism and likelihood of dropping out; and ensure a safe and
supportive environment for youth to thrive.
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We have programs in EDUCATION, HEALTH,
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES, and we
revitalize PUBLIC SPACES.
Our programs include innovative strategies, such as school-based Mindfulness and cognitive
behavior therapy (CBT); both girls’ and masculinity programs; and ensure our programs
are youth-centered and community-led. We also catalyze all actors within communities,
including residents, corporations, and individuals as volunteers.

Education

398,000 participants

Community Schools (Positive Youth Development), Holistic Education, Community Integration and
Participation, Student Leadership, School Infrastructure Revitalization and Equipment

Health

276,000 participants
Community Public Health (Child-Maternal Health, Nutrition), Girls Clubs, Emergency and Trauma
Informed Care

Youth Entrepreneurship and Employability
6,330 participants

Jovenes Constructores, Mujeres con Futuro, and Jovenes Emprendedores Sociales

Public Spaces

279,000 participants

Parque Cuscatlan and other public space revitalization programs

Innovation & Cross-Cutting Themes
7,500 participants

Cognitive Behavior Therapy, Girls and Masculinity Programs, Youth-Led Initiatives and Civic Engagement

Community Empowerment
108,783 volunteers mobilized

Corporate, Community and Individual Volunteering
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YOU have helped us TRANSFORM LIVES!
Your contribution, along with those of our entire community over the past eleven years, has helped us

IMPACT THE LIVES OF OVER 1 MILLION PEOPLE.
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We believe in TRANSPARENCY & ACCOUNTABILITY

- to our donors, partners, and the communities we work with.
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ANNUAL INVESTMENT IN PROGRAMS (2017)

Glasswing International is a registered 501c3 non-profit.
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Thank you for your generosity, support, and
for being a part of this change.
We can’t do this without you!

#ThisIsOurCommunity

9

www.glasswing.org
Glasswingi
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@GlasswingInt

@Glasswingi

